TOWARDS MODERNISATION

Displacing Indigenous Peaples

Paths to Modernisation
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TOWARDS MODERNISATION

developments In the medieval and early modern waorld —

feutallsm, the European Renalssance” and the encounters
between Europeans and the peoples of the Asta, Africa and
Americas. As you would have realised, some of the phenomena
that contributed to the making of our modern world gradually
evolved m tns pedod. and espectaily so from' the mud-ffteenth
cenlury onwards. Two lurther developiiienls In world listory
cridted a conlext for whal has been ealled "'moderiisation’. These
were the Indhisirial Revolution and a series of political revolutions
that transformed subjects tnto cifizens, beginning with the
American Réevolutton (1776-81) and the French Revolution
(1789-94).

Britain has been the worfd's first industrial natton. For long
it was believed that Brittsh industrialisation provided the model
for industrialisation in other countnes. However, historians
have besun to question some of the earlier ideas about the
Indusinial Revolution. Each country drew upon the expertiences
of other nations. without necessarily reproducing any model.
I Britain. lor instafice. coal and cotton textle Industries were
tdeveloped 1n the first phase of industrialisation, while the
tnvention of ratlways intbiated the second stage of that protess.
In other vountries such as Russia, which began o industrialise
much later (from the late nineteenth cenlury onwards), the
mallway and other heavy industry emerged in the initial phase
of Imdhustriatisation el ldkewise, the mole of the state, and
of banks, In Industrialisation has differed from couniry to
countiry. The British case, no doubt, influenced the industral

IH the previous section you have leamit about certaln cruclal
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Towants Modieminarioy 125
trajectories of other nations soch as the UbA and Germany,
two significant industrial powers. It also displayed the human
and matertal costs incuwrred by Britain on its indusirtalisation
— the plight of the labouring poor. espectally of children,
environmental degradation and the consequent epidemics of
cholera and tuberculesis. In Theme 7 youn will read how
industrial pothution and cadmium and mercury polsoning in
Japan stirred people Into mass movemenis against
indiscriminate Industriallsation.

European powers began to colomse parts of America and
Asta and South Afriea well before the Industrial Revolutlon.
Theme 6 tells you the story of what European seitlers did to
the native peoples of America and Australla. The bourgeols
mentality of the settlers made them buy and sell evervthing,
Including land and water. Bul the natives, who appeared
uncivilised to Enropean Americans. asked, 'If yvou do not own
the freshness of the alr and the sparkle of the water, how can
one buy them? The natives did not feel the need o own land,
fish or animals. They had no desire to commodify them: o
things needed Lo be exchanged. they could simply be gifled.
Qulite obviously, the patlves and the Eoropeans represeiiled
competing anotlons of elvillsatlon. The former did not allow
the European deluge to wipe out thelr cullures although the
US and Canadian governments of the mid-twenlleth century
desired natives o ‘join the miainstream’ and the Australlan
authorities of the same pertod attempted to' shinply ignore thelr
traditlons and culture: One might wonder what 1s messt by
‘malnstream’ . How does cconomlic and polilical power
lnfluence the makling of ‘malnstream cullores™?

Western capilallsms - mercantile, Industrial and [(inancial
= and early twentteth-century Japanese capltalisn created
calonles In large parts of the third world. Some of these were
seitler colonies. Others. sueh as Briish rule n [ndla, are
examples of direct imperial control. The case of nlneteenth-
and carly twenlicthi-century China ilhistratés a third varant
of imperiallsm. Here Britain. France. Germany, Russia,
America and Japan meddled In Chinese affalrs without
direcily taking over state power. They explolted the countzv's
resources o thelr own advantage, serfously compromising
Chinese soversignty and reducing the couniry to the status
af a semil-calony.

Almost evervwhere, colonlal exploitation was challenged by
powerful nationalist movemenis. Nationalisms, however, alsn
arase without a colonlal context, as in the West or Japan. All
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nationalisms are doctrines of popular soversignty. Nattonalist
movements believe that political power should rest with the
people and this is what malkes nationalism a modern concept.
Civic nattonalism vests soverelgnty in all people regardless of
languade, ethnictty. religlon or gender. It secks to create a
community of nghts-exercising citizens and defines nationhood
in terms of citizenship, not ethntefty or religion. Ethnic and
religious nationalisms try to bulld natlonal solidartties around
a given ianguadge, religion or set of traditions, defining the
people ethnlcallv, not in terms of common citlzenship. In a
multi-ethnic country. ethnic nattonalists might Imit the
exerclse of sovervignty to a chosen people. olten assumed to
he supertor Lo minority communiites. Today. most western
countries define their nationhood 1n terms of common
cittzenship and not by common ethnicity. One prominent
exception I1s Germany where 1deas of ethnic nattonalism have
had a long and troubling career going back to the reaction
against the French immperial occupation of German states In
1806. Ideologies of civie nallonallsm have vied with those of
cthnile/reltglous nationalism the world over and thls has been
so in modern India, China and Japan as well.

As wilh Indostrialisation, so with paths o modernlsallon.
Different soctetles have evolved hetr distinctive modertilties.
The Japanese and Chinese casces, along with the storles of
Tatwan and South Korea, are very instroctive in (his regard.
Japan succeeded in remalning free of eolonial cornfrol and
achieved falrly rapld economle and industirial progress
throughout the twentieth century. The rebutlding of the
Japanese cconomy after a humillating defeat in the Second
World War should not be seen a5 a mere posl-war miracle, As
Theme 7 shows, Il resulled [FYom ceriali galns that had siready
been accomplished (n the nineteenth and early twentieth
centurtes. Did yon know, for lustance, thal by 1910 tultion
fees for studying at a primary school had more or less ended
and enrolment had become universal? Japan’s path to
moderntsation. ke that of any other country, has had s
own tenslons: those between democracy and militarism,
ethnle nattonalisin and civie natton-bullding and between what
many Japanese describe as ‘teaditton” and ‘westernisation’,

The Chinese resisted colonial exploliation and thelr own
bureancratic landed elite through a combination of peasant
rebellion. reform and revolution. By the early 1930s, the
Chinese Communist Party., which drew s strength from
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peasant mobilisation. had begun confronting the imperial
powers as well as the Netionallists who represented the
country's elite. It had also started implementing its ideas in
selected pockets of the country. Its egalitanan ldeology, stress
on fand reforms and awareness of women's problems helped
tt overthrow foreign tmperialism and the Nationallsts in 1949,
Once in power. It succeeded in reducing inegqualities,
spreading edueation and creating political awareness. Even
so, the country's single-party framework and state represston
coritributed to considerable dissatislaction with the political
system alter the mid-1960s. But the Chinese Communist Party
has been able Lo retain control over the country largely
because. In embracing certaln market principles, It reinvented
itself and has worked hard to transform China into an
economic powerhouse.

The different ways n which vartous countries have
understood ‘modernity’ and sought o achieve 1L, each in the
conilext of 11s own clrcumstances and 1deas. make a fascinating
story. This section Introduces you Lo some aspects of thit
slory.
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TIMELINE 1V
(c. 1700 10 2000)

This timeline will give vou an idea of what was happening in
difterent parts of the world in the last three centuries. and how people
in different countries contributed to the making of our modern world.
it will tell you about the slave trade in Africa and the establishment of

the Apartheid regime in South Africa. about social movements in
Evrope and the formation of nation states, about the expansion ol
imperial powers and the process of colonisation, and aboul democratic
and anti-colonlal movements that swept through the world in the last
century. It will also refer to same of the inventions and technological
developments that are assoclatesd] with modemnity,

As with all timelines, this one focuses on a lew dates, There are
others that are important. When you see a series of dafes in'a timeline,
do not think that those are the anly dates you need to know.
Find out why ditferent timelines focus on different types of dates:
and what this selection tells us,
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DISPLACING INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

THIS chapter récounts some aspeets of the histories of the
natie peaples of America and Australia, Thenwe 8§ described
the hisinry of the Spanish and Portuguese colonisation &f Soull
America Fromyihe eigfdeenth contury, more areas- of Soutic
America. Ceniral America. Norih Amenca. South Africa.
Australia and New Zealand came to be setiled by immigrants
Sfrom Ewrope. ‘Ihmleﬂmnmyqfﬂwnmﬂrpcmxbejﬂq
pushed oul nto other areas. The Exgopean settlenumts were
called ‘oolaries”. When Uhe European indobiions of the colonics
became Indepericlend of the Ebropean ‘mothercoundry’. these
colaries became “staies or counires:

An the nineteenth and tiventieth centisnes, peaple from Asian
countries also migrated to some of these coumiries, Today, these.
Europeans and Asians form the maforitg in these countries,
and the number of the native inhabjtants are pery small They
arc hardly seen in the oums, and people hiawse fargotten thal
they onee oceupind much of the country. anid thad the nomes of.
iy rivery. (owns, ele. are deripeed from e nomes e,
Ohio. Mississippi and Seaitle in the USA: Saskatchewan in
Canada. Wollongong and Parramatta in Austratia),

Wikl

Till the middle of the twantieth ogptury, Ametioan aml
Austinlian histary textbonles (ser (o deserthe how Fumpemio
‘dincovervd’ Lthe Americas and Ausirulin. They hordly
memtioms] e @i peoples exoepd D sgies) thal itoey
wore hostile (@ Enmgpeuns, These, peoplen wore, fmwover,
datuidied by smitbropofogints Tn Americn from the 18405, Moch
Iatez, from the 1960s, the native penpiles were enmiraged
1o wrile thedr overy hilsinoes o 10 dictatle themn (Uhls s called
aral hisinry).

Today, iCis phesihie to rond bistoiom] works omd Redion
written Try Lthe notive pooples. nnd vistlors to musims
thene countries will sec gallerics of ‘native art’ ond specil
munvams which show the abarigtoal wiy ol hiie. The new
Natlona! Museum of the Ameriean hwllan i (e USA has
berm cnraled by Asrican Intians themaelven.
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European Imperialism

The American empires of Spain and Portugal (see Theme 8) did
net expand after the seventeenth cemury. From that time other
couitries — France, Holland and England — began 1o extend thelr
trading activities and o establish eolontes — In America. Afnica and
Asta; Ireland alsp was virtually a colony of England, as the
landowners there were mostly English settlers.

From the eighteenth century, It became abvioiis that while 1t was
the prospect of profit which drive people to establish colonles, there
were significant varations in the naiuge of the control csl:abl[s;hrﬂ

[n South Asia. trading companies like the East India C
made themselves into politleal powers, defeated loeal rulers and
amnexed thetr temmitortes. They retalned the older well-deveoped
administrative system and collected taxes from landowners. Later they
bult Fallways to make trade eastér, excavated minesand established
big plantations.

In Afrtea. Europeans traded on the coast. exeepl in South Affica.
and onty in the late ninetesnth century did they vesture (nto the intenor
After this, seme of the Enropesn countries peached an agreement to
divide up Africa as colonles for (hemselvis.

The word ‘setiler’ 1s used for the Duteh in South Africs, the British
1 Treland, New Zealand and Anstralia. and the Europeans tn Americi.
The offictal langunge in thése colonles was English (except in Canasdia,
where Frenchils also an offictal language).

3 Names given by Europeans to Countries of the ‘New
World'

Ay Erst wzed after the publication of the travels of
Amerigo Vaipued (1451-1512)
‘Cazapy from kenata (= village! in the language of the

Huron-lroguols, as heard by the explorer
lacques Carfier in 1535)
AvsTEaus Sixteenth-century name for land in the Great
Southem Ocean (atstral i3 Latin for ‘south’)
NevZzaalp'  Name given by Tarman of Holland, who was
the Grst to right these lslands in 1642 (zee I3
Duich for tea’)

The Geagraphical Dicfionery (pp 805-22} Hits overa hundred place-names
i the Americas and Awtmalicwhich beglnwith MNew',
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NORTHAMERICA

The continerl of North America extesxds from e Arctic Circle (o the
Trople of Caneer, from the Pactfic to the Atlantic Ocean. West of the
chigin of the Rocky Mountains s the desert ol Arivona and Nevada,
still further west the Slerm Nevada moiniains. o e east the Great
Plalns, the Greatl Lakes, the valleys of the Mississippl and the Olilo
ard the Appalachitan Mountalns, To thie south 1s Mexieo, Forty per
cenl of Canada s covered wilh forests. OIl, gas anid mineral resources
are fbumd In many arcas, which explaths the orany bl indhisitics n
the LTSA aned Canada: Today. wheal, cornand it are grown extensively
and dshing 15 2 major midustry in Canada:

Miring, mdustry und extenstye agnoulture have been developed only In
thie last 200 years by rnmigrants from Ewrope. Afnca and Chuna But there
were people who hiad besn Iving i North Amenca for thousands of years
before the Enropeans learnt of fis existence.

The Native Peoples

The earliest inhabitans of North Amertca came from Asta over 20,000
years ago on a land-bridge across the Beringd Strmits, and during the
fst loe Age 10,000 years ago they moved further south. The oldest
artefact found i Amertca — an amow-potnt — 15 11,000 years oid. The
populition started to Increase about 5000 yesrs a0 when the cltmete
bevame more stable,

‘Atsuntet on the doy Heﬁsrgmmmm {that 15, before the Europeant
reached there and gave the contment this nams}, divesmity by at
every hand Peopls spoks in more than a hundred tongues. They
lved by svery possible combinaton of hunting, fishing, gathering,
gardening, and farming open to them The qualis of sotls and the
effort equired to opex and tend thém determined some of their choices.
of how to live. Cultiral and sotial biases determined others. Surpluses.
of fish or grain or garden plant or meat helped areate powerful,
tered m:i‘em here Hut not there. Some cuifures had endured fo:
miliennia, . * - Willism Mocieith. T3 ey befbre Ameda

Mot means a
pEnien bem in the
F_El:! hefshe liveri=
Tl e tl;u'h'
twant=in cenbory,
ths term war uied by
Eureseans te dsicribe
thy mbhabilanis of
eruntris; they Had

colanired.

These peoples Ived In bands, n villages along river valleys, Thev
dte Nsh and meat, and cultivated vedetables and matze, They often
went on long journeys In search of meat, chlefly that of bison, the
wild buifalo thal roamed the grassiands (this became easier from
the seventeenth century, when the nattves started to nde horses,
which they bought from Spanish settlers). But they only killed as
many animais as they necded for food.
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They did not attempt extenstve agricuiture and since they did
not produce a surplus, they did not develop kingdoms and empines
as in Central and South America. There were some instances of
quarreis between tribes over termtory. but by and large control of
land was not an issue. They were
content with the food and shelter they
got from the land without feslng any
need to ‘own L An fmportant feature
of thelr traditjon was that of making
formal alliances and fMendships, and exchanging sifits. Goods were
obtained not by buying them. but as gifts

Numerous languages were spoken i North America. though these
were not written dowre. They belicved that time moved in cycles, and
each tribe had accounts about thelr ongins and thetr earlier history
which were passed on from one generation to the next. They were skilled
craftspeople and wove beautifil textiles, They could read the fand —
they conld understand the climates and different landscapes n the
way Hierate people read wrltten texts.
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Encounters with Europeans

Different terms are used in English for the native peoples of )
the “New World

ahorginé — nafive people of Amstalla (n Lafin, ab
= fiom, origina = ths begimuing)

Aboriginal — adjectve, ofien mitused as q noun
Amerdecan Indlan/Amednd/Amenndian — native
peoples of Northl and South America and the
Caribbean

First Natdons peopi2s — the orgamised native
group: recognised by the Canagdian
govemment {the Indians Actof 1876 used the
teon pands’ but from the 19505 the word
naotions” is used)

indigenous people— people belonoma namurally
o a place

nofive American — the ndigenous pesple of the
Amerioss (thiz {5 the term now commoniy uzed)
‘Ped Indian’— the brown-complexioned people
whaose land Columbus mistook for indig

A worman of the Winnedage e o Wisoonsimn
It the 1860%, mophs af this fril® twre moted [
by {a b et v
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‘it waos Indicotzd on the stone tabléts that the Hopls* had that
the first brothers and siiters that would come back 1o them would
come as turtles across the land They would be human beings,
but they would come a8 turzles. 50 when the fime came close the
Toph were at a :pecial village to welome the nuntles that would
come acros: the land and they got up in the moming and looked
out at the sunrise. They looked out across the dezert and they
saw the Spanish Conquistadares coming, coverzd im armour, fike
turtles across the land. S6 thiswas them. So they went out to the
Spamith man and they extended their hand hoping for the
‘handshoke butinto the hand the Spanith man droppad a trinket
And so word spread throughout North America that there was
going 1o be a hard tms, that maybe rome of the brothers and
sistens had forgotien the sacredness of all things and ail the
‘humon beings were going to tuffer for thit on the eanth’

—Fromatalk by Lee _Emm_ 1984

In the seventeenth century, the Ruropean traders who neached (he
narth ongs=t 'of North America after a diffienlt iwe-nionth vovage were
redleves]l 1o find the mative peoples inendly and welcoming, Unlilkee the
Spantsh in South Amenca. who were overoome by the abundanee of
gold s the country, these adventurers cune to trade n fish @l furs, in
which they got thie willing help of the retives who wert expert 2t Fanting,

Further south, along the Misstsstppl river; the French founid that the
riattves held regular gatherings to exchange handicesfils nulgue o a fHbe
orfood ltems not avallabile in otherregions. In exclaande for local products
the Europieans gzve the niatives blankets, fron vessels [which they iised
soinetimes in place of thedr clay pots], gunsowitch was a aseful supplemernt
for Lows and arrows 0 Kl admals, and alcohol This fast e was
somelitng the nattves lad nol known eartien, amd ey became addictisd
to I, which sutted the Enropesms, because It enabled them to dictste
terms of rade, (The Enmpeans atqiuired from the datives an addiction
to tobktco.)

Quebec Amencan colonies

1507 Amerigo de Vespucd's Travels
published

1602 Fresich found the colan 1457 Britirh found the colony of
of Quebes T Vagimie

1620 Britah found Pymouth
iim Maochmeti)
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Mutual Perceptions

in the dghiesnth century, western Europeans defined ‘etvilised’ people
i temms of Memcy, an organtsad religon amnd arbantsm. To them, the
nattves of America appeared ‘uncivillsed’. To some, Hke the French
phitlesopher Jean-Jaoques Bousssau, such people were o be admitred,
as they were untouched by the comuptions of ‘civillsation’. A popular
term was ‘the noble savage’. Some ines In a poem by the English post
Willlam Wordsworth indicate another perspective. Netther he nor
Rowssean i med o native Amesican, but Wondsworth deseritvs] then
as living ‘amicl wilds,/Where oy hath smail Ibertv to grace /The
afiections, o exalt them or refine, meaning that people iving close o
riature had only ttmited powers of tmaginaiion and emotion!

il interssting o note that another writsr Washingtonhving,
much younger than Wdtdiworth and who had actually met
native peopls, deéscribed mmgum differently.

“The indlans | have had an opporunity uuu"#iqg in real U
ars quits differsnt from these dg:tﬁnﬁ in poess.. Tacitum they
ars; [t 15 trus, when in company with whitf men, whoss gopdwill
théy distrust and whoss Tanguage they do not undentand, but
the whits man i gqmymﬁmm undr liks drcumitancss. When
enmrtuiu lhmiakﬂ ﬁﬂﬁwﬂy m: ﬁ:g E‘Epi‘ﬂﬂ of the whﬂ'u
who have supposad them impresigd with profound sip=ct for
thair grandsur and digniiy... The'whits men (as 1 have wimested)
mpmnitnmmthgpaﬂ{ndmmmm&ﬂ:hﬂﬂimuﬂmh

To the matves, the goods they exchianged with the Eumopéans were
gifls. given in fiendship, For the Eumpeans, dreaming of beodning rich,
the fish and furs wese comynadities, which thes would sell for o prdit in
FEurope. The prices of the goods they sold vared from year to vear
:Epuulmgmﬂrmq}ph The natives could not understand this - they
had no sense of the market’ n farmway Europe. They wers puzded by the
fart that the European tmaders somettimes gave them a ot of things in
exchiange for thetr poods, sometimes very little. They were also saddened
by the greed of the Europeézms®, In thetr tmpatience to get furs, they had
simghtered] hundreds of beavers, and the nutives were very uneasy,
feartny thot the amimals would @ke evenge on them for thils destruction.

Following the first Enropeans, who were traders. were those
who came to 'settle’ In America. From the sevenlesnth century,
lhmmrgmups of Europeans who wers being persecuted berause
they were of a differenit sect of Christlanity (Prolestants Uving In
predominantly Catholic countries, or Catholics in countries where
Protestantism was the offictal religlon), Mary of them lefl Europe ard
weill to America to begin a new We. As long as there was vacanl
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fand. this wns not a profilem. but gradually thie Europeans moved
further infand, near native villages. They used thetr fron tools to cut
down forests to lay out farms.

Nattves and Eurnpeans saw different things when they looked at
forests — natives identified tracks invisible to the Evropeans. Europeans
tmagined the foresis cut down and replaced by comifields. Jefferson's
‘dreamy’ was a country populated by Evropeans with small farms. The
natives, who grew erops for thefr own nesds, not for sale and profit, and
thonght 1t wrong to ‘own’ the land, conld not understand this: In
Jetfierson's view, this made them ‘uncivilised.

fﬁ?ﬂiﬂﬁ# o7 "_‘ n 1781 Britain recogniser SA ar
hj*‘llga\'ﬂm mmﬂm&mmuﬁﬂf '

1774Cusbec At 1783 0ntk give. Hﬁlm:rh A

1791 Canada Constitational Act the USA N
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The couniries that are known as Canada and the United States of
America came into existence at the end of the elghteenth century. At
that time they occupled only a fraction of the land they now cover
Owver the next hundred years they extended thetr coantrol over mare
termitory. fo reach thelr present stze. Large areas were acquired by
the USA by purchase - they bought land i the south from France
(the "Louistana Purchase’] and fromn Russia (Alaska), and by war —
much of southern USA was won from Mexico, It did not ococur to
amyone that the consent of natives iving in these areas shonld have
been asked. The western ‘frontier’ of the USA was a shitfting one. and
as it moved. the nattves also were forced to move hack.

Canada USA

1803 Louflana purchatedfrom.

152335 Nothee tﬁ“ﬁﬁ moved to
"N TEETVES

2857 Fiench mﬁnﬁ. 1852 Justice Mazthal' judgement

A ol g ol e

uﬂmummm Ru:h

1839 Canada Gold Rusty | mm:sa&mm' ican Givil War

1367 m&d@.ﬁfﬁmmh ms-m Amesican indian Wor

1865:65 :!ﬂ:f,'j ,

1574 Ca %w

1885 Tranzcont -;ﬁhw £892 “End of American
inks eget on west coart fromiier

The: lindsapes of America diangss] drastically in the nincteenth century.
The Europeans treated the Lind differently from the nathvs. Some of the
meraETs from Britain and France wene vournser sons who would not mheett
ther fithers' property and thersfore were eager (o own langd in America
Latey. theye were wavss ol tmitarants from counitness ke Cermary, Sweden
-amd Haly who had lost their Fands to bl farmsess, and wanted Barms they
cold own. Peaple from Polaned were husppy to work in the: pratie grassiands,
which renmnded than of the steppes of thetr homes, and were eactted at
being abie to buy huge properties at very low prices, They cleared land and
developed aonculinre, miroducng crops {(noe and ootton) wiileh could not
grow in Evmope and therefore cotild be sold there for profit. To protect their
e Erms from wild antimals — wolves and motuntam llons — thése wee
Inmnitsd o extinction. They &t tolally seure only with the invention of
brted wine In 1873
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The chimate of the southemn reglon was toc hot for Enropeans to
work outdoors, and the experience of South American colonles had

shown that the natives who had beern ensiaved had died In large
numbers. Plantation owners therefore bought siaves tn Aftca. Protests
by antt-slavery: gronps led o a ban on slave trade, but the Alncans who
were i the USA remained staves, as did thetr children

The northern states of the USA, where the economy diel not depen on
phmtations. (and therefore on slavery), arpred lor endmg skwvery which
they condermmed as an inhvenan practioe. In 1861-65, there was a war
betwern the states that wanted o wiain slavery and those supporting
abolttton. The latter won. Stavery was aboltshed, thoush it was only tn the
twentteth century that the Afflcan Amencans were able to win the
hattle for civil liberties, and segregation between ‘whites and, non-
whites' I schools and public rmnsport was ended.

The Canadian govermmenit had a problem which was nat to be solved
for a long time, and which scemed maore wgent than the question of the
natives — i 1763 Canada had heen won by the Britsh atter a war with
France. The French settlers repeatedly demanded atfonmmons political
statns jt was only | 1867 that this problem was salved by arganising
canada as a Confedemition of antonomois states.

The Native Peoples Lose their Land

In the LSA, as selllemeant exprmuded, the natives were fncnoeyd o foneedd
o move, after siming treathes sefling their land, The prices pald were
very low, and there wine Instances whin the Americans [a tesm used

FIIAIE
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to mean the European people of the [}54) cheated them by taking more
lanid or paying less than promised.

Even high offictals saw nothing wrong i depriving the native peoples
of thetr land. This is seen by an episode n Geongla, a state in the USA
Offictals had argued that the Cherokee tribe was governed by state
laws, but coudd not enjoy the rghts of ditzens. (This was despite the
fact that. of all the native peoples, the Cherokees were: the ones who
had made the most effort to leam English and to understand the
American way of itle: even so they were not allowed the rghis of ciitzens))

In 1832, an tmportant mdgment was announced by the US Chief
Justiee, John Marshall, He satd that the Cherokees were
‘wdistine commumity. oocupying its own territory tn which the laws of
Geargtia had no force, and that they had sovereianty tn certam matters.
IJS Prestdent Andrew Jackson had a reputation for fighting agamst
economic and political privilege, but when it came to the Indians, he
was a different persan. He refused to honour the Chief. Justice’s
and ordered the US ammy to evict the Cherokees from thetr land and
drive them to the Great American Desert. Of the 15,000 peaple thus
foreed to go, over a quanter died along the Trall of Tears',

Those who took the land cocupled hy the tribes justified 1t by saying
the natives dut not deserve to occupy land which they did not use to the
maxtmomn, They went on to orticsse themn for bedng kay, stce they did
not use therr orafts skills to produce gonds for the market. for not betng
mterested tn leaming Enghtsh or dressing comectly’ (which meant ke
the Eunropeans), They deserved to ‘die ont’, they argned. The pratrics
disappear with the primutive antmal wrote a visittng Frenchman,

l'f_ ACTIVITY 2 _\1

Commen! gn these two sets of population data.
1 UsA: 1820 Spmaritsh Americar [500

Mutives | L}, & mil i .5l
Whites | 8.0 million 4.3 million
hMuived) Eurgjw=ins | 0. ¥ madllbeses 5.3 mllltei
Filaecks | 1.9 milllen 0.H milllon

\;I'uul ‘ 11.6 million 16.9 million _‘,J

Meanwhille, the nattives were pushis] westward, given kind dlsewlers
['thetrs i perpetulty’) but olten moved agan i avy mineral — lead or
pold — or ol was lound on thelr binds. Many ribes were foroed (o share
the land orgticlly cccupled by one tribe. thins leading to goarrels
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between them. They were locked off i small areas called
Tesenations’, which often was land with which they had no eartier
connection. They did not @ve in without a tioht The US amy
cmished a series of rebeflions from THES to 18), and tn Canada
there were amed revolis by the Metis (people of pative Eumopean
desornit) between 1859 and 18585, But after that they gave up.

In 1854, the President of the USA reeeived a letier fioma
rigtive leader Chief Seattle: The president had asked the
ciilef to sign a freaty giving o large part of the lond they
lized on to the American government The Chief replisd:

‘How can you buy'or el the 1ky, the warmth of the
land? The idea It strangs to us. If vou do not own the
freshriess of the air und the spakle of the water, how
com one buy them) Beety part of the sarth i togzd o
my people. Bréry shining pine-needle, every tands thore,
svERy mist in the dark woods, every cearing ond every
humming insect &5 holy in the memory and ekperisnce
of my people. The sap which coumes through the tees
carries the memorie: of the red man. -

50, when the Graat Chisf In Washingten yends word
that e wishes to buy our land, ke asks much of us. The
Great Chief sends word that he will reserva ur a placs 1o
that we can Irve comfortably. Hewill be our father and
we will be his childen. So we will consider vour offer to
by cur land But itwillnbtbe sosy. Forthislond is saced
to 115, The shining watér that moves in the streams and
rivery I not jist watet but the blood of our ancestors_ If
we tell vou land, you must remember thot it 1 Lacrsd
and you must teach vour childmen that it 1 sacred and
that each ghostly reflection in the clear water of thte lakes
tells of eventy and memoties in the IHe of my people.
The water's murmut i5'the eoice'of my fathers futher '

The Gold Rush, and the Growth of
Industries

There was always the hope that there was gold tn North

America In the 1840s; traoes of gold were foimd In the USAL i
Caltfermita. This led to the 'Gold Busly', when thotisands of eager
Europeans huarmied (o Amenica o the hope of making a guick
fortune. This led to the bullding of milway lines aoross the
continent. for which thousands ol Chinese workers were
recrufted. The USA's rallway was completed by 1870, that of
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Canada by 1885 “The ald nations
creep on at a snail's pace’ said
Andrew Camegie, a poor immigrant
from Scotland who became one of
the first mifllonatre industrialists
in the USA. “the Republic thunders
on-at the speed of an express.

One reason why the Industrial
Hevolution happened in England
when 1t did was because small
peasanis were losing their land (o big
farmers. and moving to jobs In
factories |see Theme 9). In North
America, indusiries developed for
very different reasons — fo
manifacture rallway equdpment so
Movirag (o Califormin that rapld tmnsport could link distant places. and to produce
s peart of e Geldl machinery which would make large-scale farming easter. Indusirial
Ruliy’. photograpl. towns grew and factories mailtiplicd, both in the USA and Canada
In 1860, the USA had been an undeveloped economy. In
1880, it was the leading mdustral power in the world.

Large-spale agriculture also expanded. Vast
arens were cleared and divided op into farms.
By 1890, the bison had almost heen
exterminated, thus ending the Hie of
hunting the nattves had followed for
centuries. In 1892, the UUSA’s continental
expansion was complete. The area
between the Pacific and Allantic Oceans
was divided up into staies. There no
longer remained the frontler that had
pulled Enropean settlers west for many
decades. Within a few years the USA was
setting up it= own colonies — I Hawall
and the Philippines. It had become an
impertal power.
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Constitutional Rights

The ‘democratte spirt” which had been the mliving ey of the seitlers (n
thir ight for mdepenedence tn the 1770y, cane to define the kenittty of the
USA against the monarchies and anstocrces of the Old Workd. Also
impartant to them was that thetr constitution ncluded the iIndividual’s
‘rohit fo property’. which the state cottkd ot ovemide,

But both demormtic ghts (the Aght to vole for representatives (o
Congress and for the Prestdent) and the right to propery were anfy for
whife tmere Dantel Paul, a Canadian native, patnted ot tn 2000 that Thomas
Paine, the champion of demooracy at the time of the War for American
Independence and the French Revolution, ‘usad the ndians as models al
how soctety milghit be onsanted. He used this o arpue that ‘the Native
Americans by thetr ecnple sowed the seeds for the long-drawn-out
movement fpwarnds democracy by the people of Eurmpe’ (We Were Nt the
Savages. p. 433

The Winds of Change...

Not till the 19208 did thitrigs bin to improve fior thie retive peaples of the
USA ;i Canacta. The Problem of Irdicn Adprinistration, a suney directed
by social stentist Lewts Meriam qnd published in 1928, only a few years
before the LISA wass swept by 2 major ectnomic dispresaton that affectad all
its people, patrited 3 grim ploture of the tebly poar health and education
Faclltties for mathves In ressrvaticns,

White Americans felt sympathy for the nafives who were heing
discouragad fmim the filll exeretse of thetr cultures and anniltaneousty
derited the benefits of attanslp, This led 1o a lamndmark aw mn the USA,
the Indian Reorganisation Act of 1934, which gave natives in resspvations
the dghit to buy Lind and ake loans,

I thie 19505 and 1960s, the US and Canadian governments thought of
ending all spectal provisiens for the nattves 16 the hope that they would
‘Join the matnstreany’, that s, adopt Evropean culture. But the ratives did
not want this, In 1954, in the "Declaration of Indiany Rights” prepeaed by
them, 3 number of native peoples accepted cittzenship of the USA it on
cotxiition that thetr reservations would nol be taken awsy and thelr
iracitions would not be miterfered with, A stmillar develogunent ocourmd (n
{Mlnlgﬁﬁﬂmmlmmmmﬂmﬂlq’um!ﬂ “nol pecognlse
abariginal nights”. The natives. in a well-organised opposttion move. held a
series of demenstmations and debates. The question could nal be resobved
il 1982, when the Constitution Act accepted the existing abonginal and
ireaty vights of the nattves. Many detatls remain (o be worked out. Today,
1 is clear that the native peoples of both counines, though reduced =0
much tn numbers from what they had been in the eghteenth century,
have been alile Lo assert thetr right 1o thetr owm cullures and, particularly
in Canadi, 1o thedr sacred lands, in a way thelr ancestors could not
have done in the |880s.
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AUSTRALIA

As i the Americas. human habitation in Australla has a long
history. The ‘abarigines’ {a genecral name given to 3 number of
different societies) began to arrive on the continent over 40,000
vears ago (possibly even earlier). They eame from New Guinea,
which was connecter to Australia by-a tand-bridge. In the natives'
traditions. they did not come to Australia, but had alwayvs been
there. The past centuries were called the Threamtime’ — something
difficuit 1or Europeans to understand. stnce the distinction between
past and present is bhurmed.

In the late elghtesnth contury. there were hetween 350 and 750
native commumntties vAusiralta each with its own language (even today
200 of these languades are spoken). There is another farge groap of
tnidigenous people iving in the north, called the Tormes Stratt Islanders.
The term ‘Aborigine’ ts not used for these as they are believed to have
nmugrated from elsewhere-and belong to a different race. Together, they
make up 2.4 per cent of Australia’s population tn 2005,

Australia is sparsely poputated. and even now most of the lowns are
along the coast (where the Britsh first armived i 1770) because the
cemtral region s and desert.

1806 Duieh travelles: tight Awbmlia

1642 Tasman lands on the islond loter nomed Tosmama

1770 Jame: Cook reache: Botany Say, named New South Waler
1788 Buituh penal colony formed. Sydney foundad
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The story of the tuteraction between the Edropean settiers, the
nattve peoples and the land tn Anstralta las many polnts of stmilarity
to the story of the Americas, (hongh it began nearly 300 vears later.
Imtial reports from Captamn Cook and his crew aboul encounters
with natives are enthustastic about thetr frendimess. There was a
shurp reversal of feeling on the part of the British when Cook was
killed by a native— not in Australia; but in Hawai As often happened.
a single meident of this nature was vsed by colonisers Lo jusiily
subsequent acts of violence towards other people.

Man -
Anxsrraiiin

A Description of the Sydney Area in 1790

‘Aboriginal production had besn dramatically disturbed by the Britith
presence. The anfval of a' thousand hungs mouths, followed by hundreds
more, put unprecedented presture on local food resoutces:

So-what would the Daruk people have thought of all this? To them such
large-scale destruction of saczed places and strange; violent behaviour tewards
theirjand was inexphcable. The newcomers seemed te kmock down trees without
any repson; forthey wers notmaking canoes, gathering bush honey or cawching
animals. Stong: were moved and stacksd together, day dug up, shaped and
cooked, holes wers made in the ground, lamge unwieldy stuchimes built At
finnt they may have equated the clearing with the aeation of a-sacred
ceremonial ground. . Perhaps they thought a buge niual gathenng was to be
h=ld; dangerous business fromwhich they should steer well claar Thers i no
doubt the Damiks subzeguently avoided the settiement for the only way to
bring them back was by an offial kidnapping.”

— (P Grimiiow, M. Lake. A MoGrath AU Quartly, Créafing & Naftoa)

FIIAIE



N

AUCTVITY 4

fms 3910, 10 wrem
antuvnmel that
New Diethil and
Camdvrro worild
be sl s the
eaptisd cillies ol
Hestdals lnelea
o of L
Commbiwesilth
of AnmEali,
Comrpare amd
coniiiasl (e
peslitival
sllbviinibescis id Ljae
vy pcrplie in
thisc counirien
at Ul e,

150 Thiewie= s Wopnln Hesogy

They did not foresee that in the nineteenth and twenticth
centuries nearly 90 per cent of them would die by exposure to
germs. by the loss of their lands and resources, and in battles
against the settlers. The experiment of settling Srazil with
Portuguese convicts had been abandoned when thetr violent
behaviour provoked angry reprisals from the natives. The British
had adopted the same practice in the American colonies untl
they became independent. Then they continued it in Australia.
Most of the early settlers were convicts who had been deported
from England and. when thetr jail term ended, were allowed to
live as free people tn Ansiralia on condition that they did not
return to Britain, With no recourse but to make a life for
themselves in this land so different from thelr own, they
felt no hesttatton about ejecting natives from land they took over
for cultivation.

1830 Self.government granted fo A tralion colomies
18521981 ﬁmm&?‘t" ; N

i
s & l

The ecomornie deverlopament of Australia under European settlement was
not as varied as i Ameriea. Vast sheep farms and mining stations were
e=tablished over 3 loni period and with nimch labour followed by vineyards
and whest farming. These camie to form the basts of the countny's prospenity.
When the states were antted, and 10wss decided that a new capital would
e bt for Austratia in 191 1, one eame sugioested for it was Woolwheatwold!
Ultmiately, 1t was called Canterm = kamberma, 2 native word meaning
meeting place),

Same natives were emplyyed m fArms, under conditions of work so
harsh that It was Ittle different from stavery. Later, Chinese immigmnts
provided cheap labour. as tn Caltfornta. but unease about betng
dependent on non-whites led to the governments in both countries
to bun Chinese tmomtgrants. Tl 1974, such was the popular fear
that "dark” people from South Asta or Southeast Asla mighl migrale
to Australla tn large numbers that there was a government policy to
keep ‘non-while” peaple out.
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The Winds of Change...

In 1968, peaple were dectrified by a lecture by the anthmopologist WEH,
Stamnner, entitled The Great Australan Senoe — the sllenoe of istorians
abaut the aborgines, From the 19708, 2 was liappentng tn North America,
there was an cwerness to understand nattves not as anthropalogieal
curlosities but as communities with distinel cultures, untgue wayvs of
understanding nature and climate, with & sense of commmumity whieh hacl
vast hodies of stores, textile and painting and caving skiils, which should
be undestond snd reeonded fnd mspectsl, Undeiying it all was the urpent
question wiich Henry Reynolds later articulated n a powerful ook, Wiy
Weren't Wi Told? This condemined the practioe of wiiting Atistraltan history
as though it had begun with Captain Cook’s ‘discovery’.

Since thien. university departments bave been instituted to study nate
cattures, gallories of native art Tune been added 1o ar gallenes, museams
havie been enlanss] th moorpormale dioramas and tmagimatively destned
roas explaining native calture, amd natives have besun writing their own
life listones, This has been a wonderful effort. It has also ocrumed al a
critical trme, becanse W native culiures had rematned dnored, by s tme
much of such culiures would have been lorgotten, From 1974,
multiculturaiismy’ has been official policy e Anstria, which e équal
respect to mative cultures and to the different cultures of the mimigrants
from Europe and Asia

‘Kathy my sister with the torm.heart,
I don’t know how © thank you
Foryour dreamtme 5tories of joy nnﬂ grteF
wriiten on paperiarkl.

Youwzre ang of the dark ¢hildren
Iwasn's dilowed to play with—
Eiverbank campers, the wrong colour
{1 couldn’t tum you white.)

So itwas latz | metyou,

Latz | began to know

They hadn't told me the'land 1 loved
Was taken out of your hands.”

~ Twe Dpramiimes’, wrtien for Oodaeive Nponuom!

From the 1970s. as the term lmman rights’ began to be heard at
meetings of the UND aned other internatiorsl agenctes, the Australtan
public redtsed with dismey that, in contrst 1o the USA, Camda and
New Zealuntl, Austraahia hid no treatics with the nattves formabisiag
the takeover of land by Europeans. The government had atways
termed the Bnd of Australta tema mlfies, et s belomuging (o nobody.
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There was also a long and agonising history of children of mixed
bleod [(mative Earopean) being forcibly captured and separated from
their native relatives.

Agitation around these guestions led to enguities and to two important

decistons: one, to recognise that the natives had strong historic bends
with the land which was ‘sacred’ to them. and which shiould be respected;
twn, that while past acts could not be undone, there should be a public
apology for the injustice done to chitdren tn an attempt to keep ‘white!
and ‘coloured’ people apart.

.l!ﬂ: “White Australi
ﬂhr

2’ policy emds, Atian fmmigrants dﬂu-ua;’\

Exercises
ANSWER IN BRIEF

1_.

2.

5.

Comment on any peint of difference between the native peoples
of South and Nonth America

Other than the ufe of Englith, what other features of tnglish
economiic and socidl Tife do you notice in ninetesnth-century

L§AT

What did the “Gontier’ mean to the Americany?

 Why was ths hisiory of the Australian native peoples [aft out of
history books?

« ANSWER IN A SHORT £55AY

How satisficerny & a museum gallery display In explaining the
culturs of a people? Give examples from your own expenencs of
a miseum.

Imagine an encounizr in Califomia in about 1888 between four
people: a former African slave, a Chinese labourer, @ German
whe had come cut inn the Gold Rush, and a native of the Hopi
tibe, and namrate their comvenation.
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